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INVISIBLE HOUSE
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Design: 2008 Construction: 2009-10
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Invisible House is located on the western edge
of the castern mountain range of Australia as it
slopes gradually toward the west, the desert. Lo-
cated as it is, exposure is a constant. Momin;
day long—afternoon sun; the blistering cold
winds both up the valley and across the range
and winds from the west across 1000's of kilo-
metres of desert that hit the site like a furnace.

The design of this residence could not ignore
the elements.

The building is below the brow of the hill;
thus protected—it sits comfortably within the
contour; thus inoffensive—it is constructed of
matcrials sympathetic to the area; thus coordi-
nated-—it emphasises qualities of horizon and
direct light, thus connected.

Arrival at invisible house sces a series of steel
boxes sitting on skin of water. One descends,
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like a wombat (Australian marsupial animal)
into the ground to a small top lit courtyard—big
timber doors swing open onto a infinite stone
and concrete comidor, top lit and changeable—
all reflective of light.

Service rooms are located in the thickness of
a massive, almost carved internal wall made of
ink and white stone—movement through this
wall reveals a timeless view over the ancient
Megalong Valley.

Bedrooms, courtyards and living all pour out
between a clearly delincated structural system—
there exists a sharp but persuasive connection
between the rigour of structure against the vast-
ness of landscape.

Finishes are deliberately durable and sympa-
thetic to the qualities of the making in remote
places. are bold and
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large openings in roof for fire smoke, doors that
slide outside building to reveal structure, raw
steel... rusty, no secondary finishes and a man-
agement of space that is direct and variable.

The upper level sits on a perfectly horizontal
podium and wrestles with the freedom of sky
and horizon—entire bedrooms of timber provide
calm and reflective retreats, there exists a ro-
mantic isolation to the rooms with the sky.

Invisible house investigates the archaic—
there are today qualities of living that have be-
come lost to convenience and time—this build-
ing ignites the qualities that have existed as liv-
ing from time ago; there is a Eric mask that per-
mits the visitor to re-discover smell, sight and
sound in the comfort of a home.

Peter Stutchbury

Ground level S=1:400

Aschitacts: Peter Stutchbury Architecture—

Peter Stutchbury, principakin-charge;

Emma Neville, Sacha Zehnder. Pietro Chiefta,
John Bohane, project team

Consultants: Max Irvine, structural;

Barry Dean (Electrical Projects. Ausual-a) electrical;
Jm Olive (JCL Hydraulica), hydraulics;

Neil Tatum (Progressive Energy Systems), energy
consultant

General contractor: Dimark Construction
Structural system: column and suspended slab
construction

Major materials: concrete, black steel, glass

Site area: 66,000 m*

Built area: 380 m*

Total floor aee:; 425 m*
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Kitchen Terrace 792

160 161




Fireplace at living room  ROWE
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